
Day of the Fantasy
Seems To Be at Hand

Bv Hcywood Broun
Realism is waning in the Arnerican

th.-atre. The whole trend of out drama
for the next few seasona will be toward
fantasy. Of course, that is only our

guess, but vt are not making: it blindly.
Certain conditions in the theatre and
in the world seem to foretell such a

movement lt can hardly be said that
realism in the theatre has spent itself,
t'or it has never prevailed except to the
most limited extent. The war is the
factor which haa turned people from
any desire to look at things exactly as

they are. Some of us who write re-

views about the theatre have heen in-
c'.incd to scoff at certain -war plays be¬
cause they were not real, and yet every-
body would run shrioking to the street

'' any producer came forward with a

literal treatment of the conflict.
As a nia'ter of fact. tho most suc-

cessful war play of them all very
frankly disclaims any attempt to give
a true picture of conditions. WY think
that the success of "The Better '01c" is
largely due to the fact that it has dis-
misscd all horrors and substituted
¦"Pjrs nt-.l quipsand chorus girls.

father knows war, which is the
\rry reason why ho has carcfully kept
io of it. out. of his play.
But tho c:i:^ against rcalism does

not end merely with the war play. iN'o-
body can write about things as they
nre without being swept aloiiR by some
intense conviction. The war has en-
listcd intenso convictions and burned
them up. It will take a good many
yeara before anybody can feel as
strongly ahout anything as !ie did
about the war. Even the league of na-
tions, although it has set. plenty of
bittcrnesa loose among political lead¬
ers, haa arouscd no onormoua parti-
anship among the general public in

this country.
Perhaps it will be a good thing for

the dramatist to lay aside realisin for
a time. It is a mood which requires
not only an immense conviction, but
fair-mindedness as well, and logic. Nrow,
as a matter of fact, there is hardly
enough fair-miiriledncss in the world
to-day to polish a thimblo top and the
stork of logic ia hardly as generous. It
seems to us, for Instance, that anybody
"ho wishe* to oppose tho league of na¬
tions has only to read the spoeches of
the men who favor it, while if he wishes
to ftr.nd Bolidly behind the President's
plan he can quickly bring himself back
into lino by reading the retnarka of
the men who aro against tho league.

Realism in tbe theatre is difficult
enough under the best conditions, so
there can he no possible harm in let-
ting it bide its time until thn eyes
of lhe world are a bit less blood; hot,.
l-'ortunatrly, the abstidonment of real-
ism does not mean the descrtion of
truth. A fantastic play which beara
no direct relation whatcver to life
may very well bc moro truo than a

play which is something like lifo, but
not quite. Most of our plays full into
this neutral ground. They have
neither tho truth of reality nor the
truth of shcer imagination. It seems
to us that "Peter Pan" is a truer
play than "The I.ion and the Mouso"
for the reason that it tells no delib-
rrate lies, at any rate. Tt doesn't say
thia la lifo nnd then palm off n big
scene. The whole attitude of "Petr-r
Pan," from th* beginning, H to con-
vince its audlenees that the thing
with which It deals isn't lifo at all.
'!"'- ol thia sort have ono cnormous

advantage over tho reallstic or the
BOtnl r.-iili. iie drama. Somo of un
know what life in, but nobody, unleas
il ba Barrle, Is familiar with thnt
r.tntn of cxlatenca which wa lmvo
ilumnlly d<Miixnatrd an not-lLfe,

It Isn't ncrcKHnry to Invada falry-
land In i.nkr to provide playa which
upproxlmato thn fantaetlc, 'I here nrt>

countrlaa on the map which aro buITI
v unfamillar to give no auggos

reality to Arnerican audii nce«
A Japanaae play, for instance. m ght
ba '.'mo it otographic, and yet ln n

Hrondway Thoatre lt would have all tho
effect of h piaca of detachad lmaglna
tion, Again, a fertila field of fantasy
can ho reached by turn ing back to
tltnaa which aro gone or times which
are to come. It is probable that we
will have a number of playa concern-
ing lifo after death. A few Beaaona
ro death, or anything pertalning tu it,
waa not a popular theatrical theme,
but at that time there waan't mtich
ieath. Now lt cannot be ignored.
IMaywrlghti might a« well fare lt, or,
'¦'¦¦"'¦r yil, look behind it.

Still another field for the writer who
.l to deal with things imaglna-

.¦<.'¦ j llaa in dreams. It would seem
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inevitahle that there should be mora
dream plays now that Freud has
pointed out the relation of the dream
to life, but the lield has scarcely been
touched. With the exception of "Sup-
pressed Besires," by Susan Glaspell
and George Cram Cook, we know of
no Anieriean play which deal6 with
dreams in their relation to life. "Sup-
presscd Desires" was a farce, and there
is still free opportunity for all who
wish to deal more seriously with the
subject. lt seems to us that there
should be 1.1 least one good mystery
play with a murder or something of
the sort which is clcarcd up by the
interpretation of a dream.

In suggesting a theatrical drive jnto
fantasy we are not predicting for a

moment any tendency on the part of
the public to turn to the palc pink and
gray poetic play which rears its head
now and again in the little theatrcs.
Verse will not kill a good play, but it
most certainly will not make a bad one.

Unfortunately, there are. a certain num¬
ber of playwrights who seem to believe
that there is some game law which pro-
teets poets. When they push a frail
flier out of the ncst they seem to take
the attitude: "Of course, there isn't
much sense or plot or interest to this
little thing of mine, but after all it is
poetry."
That is not enough. When somobody

writes a play in verse with a good story
and good characterization, and it. i«
produeed by some man who will forbid
the players to strike attitudes and rant,
that play will be a SUCCC3S. Nobodv
will hold tho verse against it. Per¬
haps they won't. even notiee that it is
verse. And, by the way, we forpot to
suggest that it should nol be played in
a dim green lipht.
Just as the public has no instinctive

aversion to poetry, it has none against.
magic, enchantnient, witchcraft- and
such like. And yrt n few seasons a«o
no manager who had a fingcr on the
public pulso would produce such a
play. Now it is evident that a little
magic is the very best thing for a
melodrama. "Eyes of Youth" would
havo been dull enough without its bit
of crystal gazing. "The Unknown
Purple," which is certainly among the
most successful melodramas of the
season, goes much further and asks
the audience to accept the fact that a
man can render himself invisible. H
is true that this ia done on pseudo-
seientific grounds, but tho distinction
between tho pseudo-scientific and the
magical is a hairline. As a matter of
fact an audience will gladly concede
an author just as much eiichantmcut
or magic as hc may require if only he
will use it to tho good purposo of
spinning them an cngaging story. lt
seems to us that never before have
audiences boen so intent on a story
beforo all else. Perhaps ehe niovie
influenee has something to do with il.
Sinc thia demand must be satisfied,
we think it no more than fair that
playwrights should bn allowed to rub
a lamp now and Hjrnin nnd to ask the
slavo of the lamp when he appears to
furnish them with a story.

Al the Onv-Wvrk Houses
STANDARD- Thn premiere of a new

musical comedy, entitled "Frocks and
Frills," will be this week's event.

SHUBERT RIVIERA "Little Simpli¬
city" is the attraction here.

LOEW'S SEVENTH AVENUE Walker
Whitesido and Tyrone Power in "The
Little Brother" rome hero direct
from thp Belmont Theatre.

BRONX OPERA HOUSE.John Cort's
mueiral comedy, "Flo-Flo," will bo
presented hero this week.

Brooklyn
MAJESTIC IMary Nash in "The Big
Chanco" ln this week'-? even*.

MONTAUK "Going ('?)," tho Oohan
and Hnrrin mualcal comedy BUCC0BB,
comes to thia theatro.

Mrs. h'ishe lo l*lay for
Men in Vnlform To-nlghl

Under the aui plcca of thn Rtago
Women'i War tt. 1.,-f, Mrs, Flsko and
her company will jfive » npecial per-
formanco of "MY' Nolly of N'Orloans"
at the Henry Miller Theatre to nlgnl
for mr-n in uniform. The ontiro or

chestra will bo reserved for WOundcd
men unt il 7 o'clock.

Patriotic Revue at '

Columbia This Week
"Chcer Up America," a patriotic re¬

vue ln two acts and ten scencs, is this
week's attraction at. thn Columbia The¬
atre. It was written by Will 11. Smith,
producer of "V'ip, Yip, Yaphank" Hhow
of pleasant meuiory. Thn original
music is by Nat 'Isborn.

HROOKI.Y.N ADVERTISEMENTS

M \ IS.
.4 Rl). nnd

HAT.

Onl) I.'ik;..;. N..-.H in II...11UI411
< OH AN .%¦ II \RKtfl ?T04icnt

III*- *vlii»l.m Mti<.j.-nl
<l> Baroei

GOING
UP

"i' T>ar nl Ihr f.lh^rty1 Hm.tr*, n \
KSHl mn 1. d|- '71,

M (.MIN) BI> Ott< III si |t \

XVKKK Il"uir>

MAHCH m s Florence Nash
in REMNANT

A Flourishing Community
e in 'New York

Al. the Eltingc Theatre next Sunday 1
night, when Yvette Guilbert givos a

single performance of "Guibour" for
thn benelit of tho Henry Street Settle-
ment, Broadway, cynical of any but its
own harsh lights, will have tho oppor¬
tunity of judging tlie amazing rcsults
of a unique theatro art.--. nnd crafts
movement. Instead of the sleazy.daubj
elTects, which seem inseparablo from
"artistic" efforts, il will seo a produc¬
tion bo Bubstantial, complote and beau
tiful that it will doubtlcsa nai'vely won

der how it came into being so far from
tho beaten trade routes as tho eastern
end of Grand Streel.
A weight of condcscenslon will fol-

low tho admlssion that this production
is tho work of amatcurs, sinco it is a
trade consplracy everywhero to point
only to tho inefliciency of thr- amatcur,
never hia frcshness nnd disinterested-
ne8s. But, perhaps, thr eober finish of
this production will apeak for tho cf-
fectlvoness of tl..- amateur, under h

BChemo so ulmplo and rational as that
in uso at thn Neighborhood Playhousc,
and in a lield whero freshness and dis
InleroBtednoss are bo much to he d.-
.in-.l. Under the r<"'( which covors the
theatre hnvc grown work hops of nll
thn art» nnd ci-.-ifls which BOl'VB it
There uro clasBeu for tho driiiigliting of
Bccnory to uule for deBlgn, tho build
inu nnd pnlntlng of It, tho mnklng of
proportloH nnd coBtumoM, the dyolng
nnd doHlgnlng of clotha nll undor
wklllod Hiiporvlsion. The workoi ln
hoso hops ni-.. nmatuurs, w ho pay n

AMUSKMKNT?

r>mnll Rtitn for thr-ir courses and who
gain practical experlence from thoir
work on thc Neighborhood productions.
It i = in a Boftcncil fashion, nn npprrn-
I iceship.
Seen from Iho front, "Guibour" linr,

a solidity and lavishno thnt. nets a

calelilating one to figuring. Those nirrli
:>¦.¦..I i'" tuiTu ', from costume platea bj
Robert K. Jones, h .-. bci n executed
withoul stinl the Virgin nnd angels ln
lieavy cloth of gold. thc strungely fig-
urcd and mednllioned cloth i, tho BUp-
plo nml hfcavy fabrlci of gold nnd BCar-
lel nd rii h pui pli nnd greens they
have an authenticity thal greatly nd-
vertised Bpoctacular productions scl-
dom nchieve. Tlu re is no shabby do-
tail in this spneious and richly Bet
f.rrrio.

How much of the chemistry of illu-
sion is wroughl in the little work-
ehops which honeycomb the building is
tlisclosed by a vlsil to them. The.cloth
of inca which hang fi om the
ligurot of tho eaints in such metallic
foldn nre n 'I- oilcloth plain table
oilcloth, gildprl, Up in tho workahop
nf applied designs they spcnl n long
tiinn I,..ii'.iiu- for H." efTecl nnd then
flnully Int lt. A greon chiffon bro-
caded in gold turns oul to bn groen
chlffon clnvorly stunclllod, Tho innfi
nlfloent ncnrlcl which Iliius tho flowltig
i-'h ivi'i of n i..l." worn by t'lulbour's
hunbnnd Is Just plebolnii ennton flnn
nol. Tho Judgi '.¦ modalllonod robo ln
inado of hlni'l cunton flnnuel, with
nppllqupd icdnlHonn of llvorod loth
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WILLIAM rRAKCES

ln th. IVr,rii4 Niimbera of Their Ama IiirI) niertalnln« Repertoli-a, Includlna Song»nni ¦¦ inimii rnvi ij 'i...< nlnu hallfti lliu lei om.
';'"u '""l While mi- il... phenomenn ol sli. hu ln. llmy breuli nll box off!.-n reeords:hey upael ..ll p.,..¦,...,,. i, p....lui-liy and kihc. ... thoy have ono ol.-live. entir-Ilalnmcnt.and thoy tako il with a ru«li

THIS TREMENDOUS TIP-TOP TEAMMade Their First Gr&at Hit Together at tho Palaee, nnd They Will Makn Tl.elr T.astAppearance. on Rroudwuy nl Iho Palaee'Before Uulng lo England To Be St&rred ln;i I!'vii.i or l.iii.crlal hpW'iidor
¦\ !;i:ai.i.v vi n m ii'idi.. ai; y i- i. ri;|.

mon M.i-l.lfitiH Who Play Wilh UnkM Battle PppU. S. NAVY JAZZ BAND
rn i,m ..: roN ¦¦ v p.i

23 ICnlUlP I Mi-n Ml i'ri4. u Mu ,...

lilggi bI ai hi .in,.* Hand ... U .'. I.I
returned from I-'-....... whern hej played foi Proaldisni \<. lom ,-¦ ,.,..,

homu WRIGHT &' DIETRICH "^IrosettaDU^After Bervtng With A. K. F ln Kra.nre.
Welcome lli.lurn to Viiud.-vllls
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Calirornla i;irln
ln n Cycle "f h'avorlu H.mga.

EXTRA FEATUnB).

SEABURY & SHAWWILLIAM .liHnilltl Ci \MU'« BILLIE
le Thetr 1918 Dance Uevua

ADDED FEATURH
YIP, YIP, YAPHANKERS . FFRN & DAVIS MAfllON

RENBEYER & CO. KINOliRAMS
EXTRA AIUiF.li FEATURE.

MARIE NORDSTROM
tn "BITM OP- AOTTNO," hy Fnuwiw, Nf»rdatrom.
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The jcwelled mcdnllior.s on n hal are

pninted cocklesholls. A handsome braid
on a page'a costume is gildcd fope.
Tho Ingcnuity of tho class in applied
design seems incxhaustiblc.

These enstumes ror "Guibour," if
thoy had heen made in t.he way usual
for a Broadway production, would have
cost, no less than $5,000. Made by
thoio amateur?, who threw nll their
imajjination nnd ingenuiiy into tho job,
I'orty-soven beautiful costumes woro

made for less than a thousand dollars.
The class in property making is not

behind thc rlass in applied design in
ingenuity. Two stone lions used in
another production nre just newspaper
nioistened tn a pulp, modelled like clay
and then paintcd a dull brown. So
is the gildcd ram used in the feast
of tabernacles. A large panel of
burlnp paintcd ln a (iohelin desijrn
was used with line effect in a Spanish
play in which a tapestry was needed.
Antique jewel cases are. cigar boxes;
gold censors used in the. feast of

.abcrnacles are two domestic articles
from 'iie ,ri and 10-cent store, generouft
ly gilded. The variety is e dless.
The class in carpentry, made up

of small boys in the neighborhood,
makes whatever furniture is needed.
Last season they made a shopful of
cxtremely spirited wooden toys that
were used in a nursery pantomimc.
They also make the wooden frames on

which the canvas for sccnery is
stretched.
There is a class in see ic draughting

and scene painting. They painl all the
scencry used in (iie Hia; hou le. This
class takes only ten pupils, and more
than half arc women. All of thi e
activities have their well appointed
shop.'", nnd all \\.>rk with precision
tov. ai d the makii.ir of a producl ion.

This comprchcnsivc organization
grew out ol' sraal! heKinnings iw thc
Henry Sl r. e| Sel lement. '1 he cttle
ment aimed at giving some neighbor¬
hood festivals and called om whal
community skill was prescnl to fur-
nish the production. When gradu-
ally its cntertainmcnl programme j;r"iv
so larrre that il overflowed its allotted
space in thc settlement, ho ,]

Irono and Alice Lewisohn endowed if
with thc Neighborhood I'lay house,
where they havo worked oul tho mosl
complete model for a community thc
at re in this counl i;
Thc theatre is an auxiliary tn tho

Henry Street Si ttlei tent, whose pri-

Neiv Plays This Week
MONDAY \\ the Belmont Theatre. the Scibilia Thcatrical Entcrpriaeapresent "Pennj Wise," a comedy in three acts ifford Smith;i:'! Leslic Vyner. Molly Pearson, who waa Bunty in "B..¦ Pulls tha

Strings," is the rcatured player. 'lhe play, which has had a year's run
'» London, .1. Y vi th Lancashire fc and. centrcs ahout Q resoureefn]
woman who hits upon the idca of retrieving the family fortune throuphthe imaginary death <>.'" her son. The way in which s" the
death of her son, collocts tho money, and Y finally exposed, -lake «ptl - situ itions of the play. ln thr east, besides Miss Pearson. are ]m\t
ICmery, John P. McSwocncy, Harold do Beckcr, William I ¦¦-.,. Alice
Bi orc Kcvitt Manton.

mary object ;' sl 11 the district nurs-

injr service for which il was organ-
..,,,.., ,. years ago. And the

b i" be given next Sunday nic;ht
has '¦i inten ting origin :

Moving picturcs had been taken of
all the varied efforts <>r the Henry
Streel Settlemenl and the Ncighbor-
hood Playhouse, and were shown in
Ihe Playhouse al the time of Mme.
Brcshkovskaya's visil there. Yvette
Guilberl was among the audience, and
after seeing th" picture she wrote
Lillinn '.'- I, ¦-cd of the Henry Street
Settlement, this letter:

"A'y D ar Miss Wald: The othei
day when saw. with Babushka, th"

films of the splendld work^of th*settlcment' ] v pleageathe lighl was theatr*and the people coul mytoars knowing you
C ¦.., IV -.- ,.

stupid. Well, wa :i,-;,j ]confess. Bul what can
tears if tl
the s.-ike of my
to help in my way
work you do, and cam
bring my part. ... ,...P jon_leur de Notre Dame, ffer mvdances, ongs, s,iu!
and body. Take

"Y\ ili ;: GUll Bl
A. II. v, ,,-- .-.
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HENRY MILLER
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